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HYMN OF THE DAY:  CW 208:1  Great God, What Do I See and Hear? 
MEDITATION 1  YOU’VE BEEN WARNED—GOD SEES EVERYTHING 
 
Children don’t like to think ahead, and they really dislike warnings that their present 
pleasures are coming to an end.  They like to pretend that the day of reckoning will never 
come.  They want summer vacation to be endless.  They don’t want to hear that the 
science project is due next week.  They forget to apply for financial aid, and they dawdle 
away precious months in selecting a college or tech school because graduation day seems 
so far, far away. 
 
Grownups are actually just large children who have gotten more subtle with their childish 
behavior and procrastination.  We like our ruts.  We have become comfortable in our 
routines.  We resist accountability and change, too. 
 
God’s Old Testament spokesmen, the prophets, often met with fierce resistance to their 
message because their hearers did not want to feel accountable to God.  They did not want 
to see their own sinful need.  They did not respect the terrible shortness of time. 
 
Today is no different.  People do not want to feel accountable to God, so they have 
replaced his creating power with an imagined theory that breaks all kinds of scientific laws.  
Instead of dealing with sin, sinful behavior, and its consequences, people today say that 
there is no sin.  For example, suicide is hailed as “Death with Dignity” instead of what it 
really is, “Death with Despair.”  God’s wonderful blessings, like marriage and families, are 
tossed aside and ripped apart in an attempt to satisfy purely selfish desires. 
 
So, we, too, need to hear what God declared through his Old Testament prophets.  For one 
thing, we need know that GOD SEES EVERYTHING. 
 
One of the most cherished rights of American citizens is the right to privacy.  Local, state, 
and federal governments cannot enter a home, seize property, or wiretap phone 
conversations without an explicit court warrant.  Evidence that has been seized without 
proper procedures is inadmissible in court, no matter how relevant it may be.  Suspects 
must be read their Miranda rights, which include the right to remain silent. 
 
Does it surprise you to know that you have absolutely no privacy rights with God?  He is 
your Creator, King, and Judge, and not only are your public deeds under his scrutiny, but 
he has the right to evaluate your words and even listen in your thoughts and motives.  
Psalm 11:4 says, “The LORD is on his heavenly throne.  He observes the sons of men; 
his eyes examine them.”  The whole world is accountable to God.  The whole world lies 
bare before his eyes.  He sees and remembers everything.  Everything. 
 
The point?  Don’t squander precious time right now by planning on dodging responsibility 
with God by pleading expiration of the statute of limitations.  Don’t argue about freedom of 
speech and Miranda rights and privacy.  Don’t hope for access to a slick lawyer or trust in 
your own glib tongue.  God sees.  God knows.  God remembers.  You’re busted! 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY:  CW 208:2  Great God, What Do I See and Hear? 
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MEDITATION 2  YOU’VE BEEN WARNED—THE DAY WILL BURN 
Laurie and I have been blessed with three wonderful children.  But I’ve always suspected 
there was a fourth.  His name was “Not me.”  “Not me” was the child who smeared up the 
bathroom mirror, left toys all over the floor, and melted a plastic soldier on the stove.  “Not 
me” dropped chewing gum in the rug and broke the garage door window. 
 
The very first response of men and women who sin against God is denial.  Not me!  The 
Old Testament has many stories of the progressive spiritual deterioration of the people of 
Israel, and just like you and me, they at first stubbornly denied that they had a problem. 
 
The prophet Isaiah helped them to see that the economic and military ruin that was coming 
upon them was a direct result of their acts of rebellion.  I hope I am not the only one who 
sees some startling parallels with our own country.  With Israel let us say, “Our offenses 
are many in your sight, and our sins testify against us.  Our offenses are ever with 
us, and we acknowledge our iniquities” (Isaiah 59:12).  True self-awareness leads to 
sorrow.  Godly sorrow leads to repentance.  Repentance leads to faith in the one Savior 
who alone can bring us back to God—Jesus Christ. 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY:  CW 208:3  Great God, What Do I See and Hear? 
 
MEDITATION 3  YOU’VE BEEN WARNED—REPENT AND RETURN NOW 
When the Titanic struck the iceberg, it didn’t sink right away.  At first, people kept eating 
and drinking and dancing on the doomed vessel.  Many slept right through the collision.  
Most could not believe the first reports of the coming disaster.  “We were told this ship is 
unsinkable.” 
 
Our Lord warns us of the terrible destruction of Judgment Day not because he despises us, 
but because the universe is condemned, just like a sagging and rotting house.  He is even 
now finalizing his plans for an entirely new world, and it is his passionate fatherly desire to 
take us all there. 
 
But first, our minds and hearts need to be instructed.  It is urgent that we recognize the 
reason for God’s judgment and accept responsibility for our part in it.  The prophet Joel 
said, “Rend your heart and not your garments.  Return to the Lord your God, for he is 
gracious and compassionate, slow to anger, abounding in love” (Joel 2:13). 
 
Repentant hearts welcome grace and mercy from their Savior Jesus.  Repentant hearts no 
longer deny their sin.  Repentant hearts do not make excuses for sin or refuse to come out 
of it.  Repentant hearts are not only spared God’s anger, but are given wonderful promises.  
It makes me very happy to think of how our first day in heaven will go.  Listen to God’s 
promise:  “I will create new heavens and a new earth.  The former things will not be 
remembered…I will take delight in my people; the sound of weeping and of crying 
will be heard…no more” (Isaiah 65:17-19).  Hang on, brother!  It’s only a little farther.  
Hang on, sister!  You can do it.  We’re almost there.  Don’t give up!  Amen. 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY:  CW 208:4  Great God, What Do I See and Hear? 


